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THE UNIVERSITY OF

College of Education AR]ZONA ® PO Box 210069

Department of Special Education, Rehabilitation Tucson, AZ 857210069

and School Psychology TUCSON ARIZONA (520) 621-7822
FAX (520) 621-3821
Dr. Mahmoud M. Nagadi May 28, 2002

Director, “Al Multaga” Summer Program for Gifted Students
King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

Dear Dr. Nagadi:

I have heard of the excellent program for gifted students that you and your colleagues
provided during the summer of 2001 from Mr. Omar M. Muammar the Assistant
Manager for the scientific Affaires at King Abdulaziz and his Companions Foundation
for the Gifted. I have decided to write a letter to tell you how important I believe this
program is for gifted students, your universily, and your country.

Very seldom do T hear of a program in which gifted students are given the opportunity to
develop such depth and breadth of content knowledge while applying this knowledge in
the development of creative and useful products. All too frequently, students are asked to
be “divergent thinkers” in general ways and to memorize [acts in content ficlds. In the
program you designed, high level content knowledge was provided by experts in content
fields, and students were given choices from which they could select areas of interest. In
addition, they applied that information immediately and in various ways. | was
especially interested in their development of innovative products to solve important
community problems. As I am certain you know, programs such as this will ultimately
be ol great benefit o local communities and to the country as a whole as young people
begin to develop their talents and their creativity.

I also belicve that having students make presentations to their peers was a valuable
learning experience; students learned important skills of presentation to audiences and
they also learned information from seminars they did not attend. This contributed to the
development of breadth of knowledge while also improving leadership and verbal
expression-—accomplishing two learning goals at one time.

The motivational lectures with real examples of young people who overcame obstacles to
reach their goals were significant in the overall design of the program. Research in
education of the gifted has shown that biographies and autobiographies of successful
people are of great interest to students, and the way you used them accomplished more
than just interest. The stories, I believe, increased the students’ belief that they can
“make a difference” in the world. Of course, the recreational and extracurricular
activities were integral to your success with these very energetic young people.

The students who had such a positive learning and social experience al your university
will want to return! I believe King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals will be
able to attract some of the most gified young people in the country as you continue to
provide such an excellent summer program for 11™ grade students.

AR



1 have worked for many years to provide exciting programs for gifted students. I believe
we must challenge and engage their minds because gifted young people are our hope for
a better, more peaceful world in the future. T also am deeply committed to the
development of international cooperative projects that will benefit gifled young people
from diverse cultures and language backgrounds. IfI can do anything now or in the
future that will assist with your program, or if you are interested in international
collaborations, please contact me. I can be reached at the address on this letter or by
email at junemaker(@hotmail.com or discover@email.arizona.edu; you also can find out
more about my project by visiting our website at www.discover.arizona.edu.

Respectfully yours,

7. }W D atben_

C. June Maker, Ph.D., Professor, Department of Special Education, Rehabilitation, and
School Psychology and Principal Investigator, DISCOVER Projects
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