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Interview With Tony Hawk
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Wheels on Fire ( WOF ) : let’s start with the high point
of your career. Can you pick one out to share with us?
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Tony Hawk : Oh, yes definitely for me. the high point came when |
was traveling to France and | had to fill out a tourist information card.
You know, the thing you fill out when you’re entering a new country.

Well’ | got to write “ skateboarder” as my occupation.
How cool!
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Interview Witih Tony Hawlk
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Wheels on fire ( WOF ): You main that was better than
what you accomplished at the 1999 Summer X Games?
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Tony Hawk : You mean landing the 900? That was

awesome too, but that was pure obsession — story of my

life. Nothing new for me there.
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Wheels on fire ( WOF ): How was landing that trick an
obsession for you ?
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Tony Hawk : Well, like everything else | do on a
skateboard. | have to get it right. It took me 13 years of
practice to perfect the 900, and on that day. | think it
took me something like 12 times | made it.
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Interview Wiith Tony Hawik ,,»
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Wheels on fire ( WOF ): Did you really work on one trick for
13 years? That does seam like an obsession!
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Tony Hawk : Yeah, but you know, it’s a good obsession — if you can
say that obsession is good. It’s like this — | was this weird, skinny kid

at school. Once | got into skateboarding and started wearing baggy
skater clothes, it got worce.
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Interview With Tony Hﬂ@wi}@ "
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Tony Hawk :. | was a freak. All the jocks picked on me. But
skating, that was my escape. Every day after school |
escaped to the skate park, and the focus that took all my
concentration. | guess that was one way | could block out
all the pain of growing up.
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Interview With Tony Bﬂ@wk "
A g8 pa dpadd A0, s

Wheels on fire ( WOF ): Did your parents support your
obsession with skating?
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Tony Hawk : Yeah, they were great. Mom took me and some
friends down to the Oasis Skate Park when we were about 10
wears old. They had this falt beginners’ area where you could
practice before you were ready to skate in the empty swimming
pools.
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Tony Hawk :. | was so skinny that the skate equipment
didn’t even fit me right. But once | got hooked. Nothing
else mattered. | drew pictures of skating all day, and | even
skated in the house.
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