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WOF : How about schoolwork? Where you able to get by in school?
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TH: Yeah, that was fine. | don’t mean to brag or anything, but | was a

with decent .gifted student. So | was able to get my schoolwork done
grades.
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My only problem was being able to sit still in class. | had so much
physical energy.
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But school was basically OK for me until some of the teachers started
lecturing me about the dangers of the sport.
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WOF : That couldn’t stop you from skating!
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TH: No away. The cool thing was that my parents
worked it out for me to go to a different high school.
The principal there was awesome. He let us design our
own PE ( Physical education ) classes, so take a wild
guess. What class did | create?
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WOF : Skateboarding.
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TH: You got it. That was my PE class. By that time, | was
turning professional and starting to win prize money at
competition. During summer vacation, | was able to travel
around to cool places like Australia, Europe, and Canada. |
was able to show off some techniques.
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WOF : Is that when your new style became famous?
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TH: Yeah. You know, a lot of other skaters had this
smooth, flowing style. Compared to them, | was kind
of like a robot. And | was always coming up with new
tricks, new surprises.
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WOF : When did they first call you the Michael Jordan
of skateboarding?
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TH: | guess that was back in ‘95at the Extreme Games. Your remember —
that even they had on the sports channel ? That was a combination of
skateboarding, BMX cycling, and rollerblading. There were a lot of good
skaters there. | was just the one who got the attention. That’s how TV- |
guess they can only focus on one thing at a time. But there were a lot of
outstanding people there, believe me.
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WOF : Let’s go back to the high point. Now that you’ve looked
back on your career a bit, was it still being able to write “
skateboarder ” as your occupation?
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TH: Yeah. | love that. You know, there’s so much controversy about

skateboarding- some people think it’s a crime and they don’t want

us to skate in public places, but | just love being able to say it’s my

occupation. My occupation and my obsession!
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